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PART 1 GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1 Purpose

The purpose of this handbook is to provide supplementary instructions for establishing apple tree
crop insurance coverage in accordance with the Apple Tree CP (21-AT), Apple Tree LASH
(FCIC-20550L), and the CIH (FCIC-18010).

In the course of delivering apple tree crop insurance, AIPs may develop forms based on their
internal needs. The forms must be developed according to RMA’s approved standards contained
in this handbook or as specified in the DSSH (FCIC 24040) and provide all required information.
Standards; examples contained in this handbook do not contain the required statements. Refer to
the DSSH (FCIC 24040) to determine the applicable statements to be included on each form.

The Collection of Information and Data (Privacy Act) Statement and the Nondiscrimination
Statement must be included on any form the insured signs or must be provided to the insured on a
separate form, for each form that is signed by the insured. A copy must be maintained by the
AIP. The Certification Statement must be included on any form that the insured signs that
collects information from the producer.

2 Background Information

RMA is implementing the Apple Tree (AT) program for all insurable apple trees beginning with
the 2021 crop year. The program is patterned after other tree-based dollar crop insurance
programs and provides insurance coverage for trees that are damaged by insured causes of loss
occurring during the insurance period.

The AT insurance program is a Tree Based Dollar Amount of Insurance Crop program (Plan
Code 40). The terminology and instructions contained in the CIH that apply to the
responsibilities of the AIP and the insured apply to the AT program.

3 Availability

The AT program is available in counties where the FCIC AT program is offered.

4  Eligibility

A. Apple Tree Program

The AT program is available to all persons with a share in an apple tree orchard in the
counties listed in the AD for the purpose of producing a crop intended to be sold for human
consumption in accordance with the BP, CP, and SP.

B. Ineligible Persons

Any person with a delinquent debt to RMA or an AIP or who is otherwise ineligible under
the BP may not obtain AT insurance coverage.

5 Important Dates

A. Contract Change Date

January 31 preceding the cancellation date.
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5 Important Dates (Continued)

B.

Sales Closing Date

April 15.

Cancellation and Termination Dates

April 15 before the beginning of the crop year.
Premium Billing Date

March 1 of the crop year.

Acreage Reporting Date

For new and carryover insureds, April 15.
Beginning of the Insurance Period Dates

(1) For new policies: On July 1 following the SCD date unless the AIP notifies the
insured that all or a part of the insured’s trees are not insurable.

(2) For carryover policies: July 1 of the crop year.
Calendar Date for the End of the Insurance Period

June 30 of the crop year.

6 Coverage Levels, Price Elections, and Policy Changes

A.

Coverage Levels

The insured may select a different coverage level for each insured apple tree type, as
specified in section 3 of the CP (e.g., the insured may elect the 75 percent coverage level on
one type and the 65 percent coverage level on a different type). However, if the insured
elects the Catastrophic Risk Protection (CAT) level of insurance, the CAT level of coverage
will be applicable to all insured apple tree acreage in the county.

Price Elections (Tree Reference Price)

The insured may select different prices elections by type. Additionally, the insured may
elect a different percentage of the maximum price election available for each type. For
example, if the insured chooses 100 percent of the maximum price election for one type, the
insured may choose 75 percent of the maximum price election for another type.

Policy Changes

Changes to the insurance coverage that would become effective for the current crop year
are limited as follows:

(1) For new policies, changes may not be made after the SCD.

(2) Insubsequent years, for carryover policies, the insured may elect, prior to the SCD, a
higher coverage level, higher price percentage, or optional coverage on the applicable
form.
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Comparison of Symptoms of Fire Blight and Blossom Blast

Exhibit 12

Fire blight vs. Blossom Blast

Causal pathogen

Environmental conditions favored to
cause disease

Symptoms

Spread throughout the orchard?

Can the disease cause tree death?

Erwinia amylovora

FAVORS WARM WEATHER during bloom

Warm temperatures during bloom (average ~60°F)
Can see spread throughout the summer while trees
are actively growing ( = warm weather)

Blossoms — wilting, blackened, can see progression
into tree beyond blossom; stem tissue death
around where blossom is attached to tree
{(“canker” = dead tissue in stem developing)

Leaves — Wilting, will be discolored/blackened;
blackened leaf veins and petioles; will see
discoloration move into surrounding tissues;
shepherd’s crook appearance

WILL see oozing (amber-colored)

YES — after initial infection: bacteria can spread
readily throughout orchard, even within a tree,
when disease is active

Bacteria can move FAST, thanks to water and wind
Can observe new symptoms showing up during the
season

YES — Bacteria can systemically invade the tree via
the vascular system; can kill young trees readily

Pseudomonas syringae pv. syringae

FAVORS COLD/FROSTY WEATHER during
bloom (upper 20s — low 30s°F)

Frost or freeze events during bloom
Disease/bacteria shuts down when warm
weather occurs

Blossoms — Wilting, flowers can be brown,
dried-looking, papery; can also turn brown to
black

Leaves — Wilting, will be discolored/blackened;
blackened leaf veins; WILL NOT see extensive
spread like Erwinia; WILL NOT see disease move
into stem tissues readily like Erwinia

WILL NOT see ocozing

NO — bacteria will not spread readily; tissue
death usually occurs where bacteria were
present during frost/freeze event;

Bacteria moves SLOW; spread very limited
AND: bacteria shuts down when the temps get
warmer = no new symptom development

NO — trees will appear unsightly; however, the
trees will rebound during the season and will
produce new growth;

Bacteria does not systemically invade the tree
like Erwinia

#1 Question to ask when faced with “blighted” blossoms or shoot death symptoms: What was the temperature during bloom or just
preceding symptoms appearing (if post bloom])?

= IF it was warm = fire blight

— IF it was cold (frost or freeze event) = blossom blast
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